Hemispheric brain damage in unilateral status epilepticus.
A 20-year-old woman with psychomotor seizures developed prolonged unilateral status epilepticus followed by coma, right hemiparesis, fever, liver failure, and eventually death. Neuropathological findings included severe neuronal ischemic cell change and massive brain edema, essentially restricted to the left cerebral hemisphere. Massive destruction of the hemisphere involved in epileptic activity with sparing of the contralateral hemisphere provides supportive evidence that in humans prolonged seizure activity can cause permanent brain damage.